Route 79/I-195 Interchange Improvements Study 
_ Fall River, Massachusetts 
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Background of the Interchange Study 


¢ Interchange suffers from significant deterioration 
¢ Plans developed years ago to rehabilitate the structure 


e “Value engineering review’ completed last year suggested 
major benefits to removing the elevated viaduct 


¢ MassDOT Highway Division committed in December 2009 to 
evaluating a range of options for addressing the problems 


¢ Alternatives Study began in Jan. 2010 
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Route 79/I-195 Interchange Study Area 
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Problems 


¢ Existing condition of many elements of the Rte. 79 viaduct 
and ramps indicates significant deterioration 


¢ Existing viaduct inhibits direct access to waterfront 
¢ Existing viaduct is a visual blight 


¢ Safety issues 
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Opportunities 


¢ Accelerated Bridge Program provides $3 billion for bridges 
across the Commonwealth 


¢ City’s Master Plan identifies goals for the interchange area 


¢ Value Engineering Study uncorked the idea of removing the 
viaduct 


¢ MassDOT committed to studying a range of improvement 
alternatives 
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Where Are We in the Study and Design Project? 


STEP 1 


Value 
Engineering 
Study 





This study - 
required by FHWA - 
suggested 
investigating 
removing Rte. 79 
Viaduct at the 1-195 
Interchange. 


April 2009 
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Feasibility 
Study 


Detailed review of 
Value Engineering 
Study to assess 
feasibility of 
removing Rte 79 
Viaduct at the 1-195 
Interchange. 


July 2009 


OT 
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Currently Underway 


Planning - 
Alternatives 
Study 






The level of design 
at the end of this 
stage is 
“conceptual.” 


December 2009 - 
July 2010 
























State (MEPA) & 
Federal (NEPA) 
Environmental 
Review 


This more detailed 
engineering and 
environmental 
analysis will take 
about 12 months 
and the level of 
design will be 
between 5% and 
10% complete. 


August 2010 — May 
2011 
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Preliminary Final Design or 
Engineering Design/Build 
This marks the first This stage will take 
intensive design about 48 months. 
stage. This step will 

take about 12-14 Construction 
months and the complete Fall of 
design at the end AUK I) 

will be 25% 


complete. 
May 2011 — May 2012 
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“Existing Traffic Volumes (Fall 2009 Avg. Daily Traffic) 
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Traffic Safety 


Summary of Crash Analysis 


Columbia/Broadway (15) & Central/Davol streets (10) highest 
average per year 


Angle and rear-end crashes most common 
1 recorded fatality at Columbia/Broadway in 2005 


Rte. 79/I-195 Interchange has 2nd highest number of crashes of 
area interchanges (93 over 3 years) 
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What has the Study Accomplished so Far? 


¢ Task Force of regional and local interests established in 
January 


¢ Identified key goals and desired outcomes 
¢ 12 conceptual alternatives created and reviewed 


¢ 5 conceptual alternatives currently under detailed review 
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Study Alternatives, cont. 


Goal: Review and eliminate alternatives that do not meet goals 


¢ Task Force work session in March helped eliminate 7 
alternatives 


¢ Best elements of remaining were combined to create 5 
alternatives 
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Study Alternatives, cont. 


Five alternatives currently under review 

¢ Alt. 1 (viaduct removed) 

e Alt. 2 (one viaduct removed) 

¢ Alt. 3 (viaduct removed & all other elevated ramps) 
¢ Alt. 4 (rehabilitated structures remain in place) 


¢ No Build (emergency repairs only) 
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RTE. 79 VIADUCT REMOVED; 3 RTE. 79 SIGNALS 


Features of Alt. 1, Rte. 79 Viaduct Removed; 3 Rte. 79 












Signals 
¢ Maintains acceptable traffic _ 
operations an. 
¢ Provides access to 3 local 
streets 7 
¢ Improves safety and access /. 
for pedestrians and cyclists J : ~ 
¢ Impacts 2 historic structures _— * Y ¥ ad 
¢ Improves views of waterfront "\¢/ 
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Alt. 2: Rte. 79 NB and SB consolidated; NB level removed 
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Features of Alt. 2. Rte. 79 NB and SB Consolidated; 
NB level Removed 





e Maintains free-flow traffic 
Alt. 2 
¢ Provides access to Viaduct 


Street from I-195 and north on 
Davol Street 


¢ Improves safety and access 
for pedestrians and cyclists 


¢ Impacts 1 historic structure 
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RTE. 79 VIADUCT REMOVED;MILIKEN BLVD. INTERCHANGE 


JUNE 2010 





Features of Alt. 3, Rte. 79 viaduct removed; 
Milliken Blvd. Interchange 


¢ Maintains acceptable traffic 


operations Alt. 3 


¢ Provides access to 3 local 
streets 


¢ Improves safety and access 
for pedestrians and cyclists 


¢ Impacts historic structures 





¢ Improves views of waterfront 
& downtown gateway 
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Features of Alt. 4, Rehabilitation 


e Maintains free-flow traffic | Qe 4 
| | e Alt. 4 
¢ Provides access to Viaduct > Pe) 


Street from I-195 and north on 
Davol Street 


¢ Improves safety and access 
for pedestrians and cyclists 


¢ No impacts/benefits to historic 
structures 
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How Will Alternatives be Evaluated? 


Approximately 40 evaluation criteria are being used to 
measure how well each alternative fares 


¢ Mobility (Vehicular) 

¢ Safety 

¢ Pedestrian/Bike Circulation 

¢ Local Access 

¢ Business Impacts and Benefits 

¢ — Environmental Impacts 

¢ — Historic and Cultural Resources Impacts 
¢ Consistency with City Master Plan 
e Visual 

¢ Maintenance Impacts 

¢ Construction-Period Impacts 
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Key Issues to be Resolved 


¢ Engineering refinements 
¢ Impacts to historic structures and parkland 


¢ Impacts to local and regional mobility (travel time savings or 
penalties) 


¢ Business and economic development impacts and benefits 
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Key Issue: 
Impacts to Historic Structures 


Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 have likely impacts to mill building 
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Existing Section 
at Mill Buildings 


Approx. 72 feet 
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Key Issue: 


Alt. 1 and 3 -— Central Street profile over 
Quequechan River 
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Key Issue: 
Historic Impacts 


Alternatives 1 and 3 - Impacts to Stone Arch Bridge over river 
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Key Issue: 
Proposed ‘New Street’ Impacts 


Alternatives 1 and 3 could impact adjacent uses 
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Key Issue: 
Alt. 2 - Viaduct Street/Broadway Extension SB 
to I-195 connection 
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Key Issue: 
Alt. 3 - Off-ramp at Milliken Boulevard 
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Key Issue: 
Alt. 3 — 1-195 on-ramp at Milliken Boulevard 
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How Will my Input be Used? 


e Leave comment sheets in box or 
mail/fax/scan! 


e All comments will be reviewed and 
summarized 


¢ Summary of tonight’s comments and 
ideas will be reviewed at Task Force 
meeting June 24 





¢ The Highway Division’s decisions will 
reflect input from agencies, the public, 
municipalities, and drivers. 
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What are the Next Steps and Schedule? 


¢ Keep working on alternatives! 
¢ Initiate environmental process 


¢ Goal: Identify preferred alternative in fall 2010 as 
consensus alternative 
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Where Are We in the Study and Design Project? 


STEP 1 


Value 
Engineering 
Study 





This study - 
required by FHWA - 
suggested 
investigating 
removing Rte. 79 
Viaduct at the 1-195 
Interchange. 


April 2009 
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Feasibility 
Study 


Detailed review of 
Value Engineering 
Study to assess 
feasibility of 
removing Rte 79 
Viaduct at the 1-195 
Interchange. 


July 2009 
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Currently Underway 


Planning - 
Alternatives 
Study 






The level of design 
at the end of this 
stage is 
“conceptual.” 


December 2009 - 
July 2010 
























State (MEPA) & 
Federal (NEPA) 
Environmental 
Review 


This more detailed 
engineering and 
environmental 
analysis will take 
about 12 months 
and the level of 
design will be 
between 5% and 
10% complete. 


August 2010 — May 
2011 
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Preliminary Final Design or 
Engineering Design/Build 
This marks the first This stage will take 
intensive design about 48 months. 
stage. This step will 

take about 12-14 Construction 
months and the complete Fall of 
design at the end AUK I) 

will be 25% 


complete. 
May 2011 — May 2012 







ACCELERATED 


BRIDGE 


PROGRAM 


Questions and Discussion 





ACCELERATED 


massDOT BRIDGE pea 
sees 2 Highway 


PROGRAM 


